1) "Star Spangled Banner" 

Sept.13-14 is the anniversary of the writing of the words

Print out Sheet Music to the Star Spangled Banner 
1814 Francis Scott Key and John Stafford Smith PDF

The melody for the Star Spangled Banner, came from "To Anacreon in Heaven" which was a popular drinking song. 

O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light.

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming!

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there:

O say does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?

On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep.

Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,

What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,

In full glory reflected now shines in the stream:

‘Tis the Star-Spangled Banner! O long may it wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore

That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion

A home and a country should leave us no more?

Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution.

No refuge could save the hireling and slave

From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave:

And the Star-Spangled Banner, in triumph doth wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.

O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand

Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation!

Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the Heaven-rescued land

Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.

Then conquer we must when our cause it is just

And this be our motto: “In God is our Trust.”

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

Our beloved national anthem's history:

In 1814, Baltimore actor Ferdinand Durang, the son of John Durang of Lancaster, America's first native born actor, was the first to sing Francis Scott Key's poem to the tune of "Anacreon in Heaven." The song became our National Anthem in 1931.Reference: Ferdinand Durang autobiography, published by the York County (PA) Historical Society

The melody for the Star Spangled Banner, came from "To Anacreon in Heaven" which was a popular drinking song. Ferdinand Durang was the arranger of the Star Spangled Banner. Fransis Scott Keys wrote the poem, and a few days after returning to land he was reading it with flourishes in a Baltimore tavern when Durang, a musician and member of the Pennsylvania militia, was moved to take out his flute and riffle through a sheaf of flute music, seeking a proper tune. So yes, it is a drinking song, arranged in a tavern when one citizen was sufficiently sober to record the event. Durang was a son of John Durang, the first American to earn his living as a traveling dancer. President Washington bought tickets to see him perform. He and his family and others toured in show wagons from Georgetown to Quebec City, from 1790 until around 1820. He did Shakespeare in Pennsylvania Dutch, introduced ballet to the US, and other good work. The commemorative fiddle tune, Durang's Hornpipe is for an acrobatic dance he performed. The tune is common among fiddlers. ~ Joe Wilson
2) "God Bless America "

Irving Berlin (1888-1989) wrote "God Bless America "Initially, he wrote it in 1918 for his WWI revue "Yip, Yip, Yaphank." It was cut from that show, but Berlin reviewed it with slightly revised words in 1938. It was introduced during a nation-wide radio broadcast by Kate Smith on Armistice Day, 1938. Musically, I would agrue that it really is a great song, and far less bellicose than the Star Spangled Banner. To his credit, Berlin donated all royalties from it to the Boy and Girl Scouts of America. Background 

God Bless America.

Land that I love

Stand beside her, and guide her

Thru the night with a light from above.

From the mountains, to the prairies ,

To the oceans, white with foam

God bless America

My home sweet home.

God Bless America.

Land that I love

Stand beside her, and guide her

Thru the night with a light from above.

From the mountains, to the prairies ,

To the oceans, white with foam

God bless America

My home sweet home.

God bless America

My home sweet home.
Yankee Doodle Dandy by George M. Cohan
Yankee Doodle 
I'm a Yankee Doodle Dandy

A Yankee Doodle, do or die

A real live nephew of my Uncle Sam

Born on the Fourth of July

I've got a Yankee Doodle sweetheart

She's my Yankee Doodle joy

Yankee Doodle came to London

Just to ride the ponies

I am the Yankee Doodle Boy

