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This is a map of the overall scores, scores of every teacher for every song in every state in the nation.  The map results are identical to the one on p.2 except the legend is more appropriate for the general population.

If you desire to use the maps on p. 2 and further, simply include information to help readers decipher the legend:  The teachers rated each song according to how many of their students could sing it from memory:  Practically all = 4, Most = 3, Some = 2, Few = 1, and None = 0.
Children’s song ranking by state

Table 24 reveals that Nebraska leads the nation in teaching children’s songs.  It is followed by West Virginia, North Carolina, Kansas, South Dakota, and Oklahoma, in that 
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Figure 29.  Map of total scores by state

Table 23.  Weighted average of total song responses by state
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order.  Nebraska also leads the nation in the aggregate ranking of all American children’s folk songs.  Not only is Nebraska first overall, but they place first in the nation in the teaching of children’s songs as well.  

The greatest changes in ranking from the aggregate standings to the children’s song ranking was made by Missouri which moved up 16 places, from 35th in the nation overall to 15th in the nation regarding the teaching of children’s songs.  Other notable changes appear in the movements of Delaware and Indiana.  Delaware rose 14 places, from 27th in the nation overall to 13th in the children’s song ranking.  Indiana fell 14 places from 15th in the nation to 29th in the children’s song ranking.  Minnesota fell 12 places, from 30th in the nation to 42nd.  Nevada fell 11 places, from 19th to 30th.  Maine and Louisiana both rose 10 places in the ranking, Maine moving up from 18th to 8th, placing them in the top ten, and Louisiana moving up from 37th to 27th.  Wisconsin and Arkansas both fell 10 places in rank.  Arkansas falling from 13th to 23rd and Wisconsin falling from 21st to 31st.  California is worst in the nation for teaching children’s songs, followed by New York.  Figure 30 shows that at the center of America (Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Colorado) scores are higher than those at the Pacific coast or in the Great Lakes areas (except for Michigan).

Folk song ranking by state

Table 25 provides a rank-ordering of the states by the extent to which they teach American folk songs.  It shows that Kansas has moved up four places and now leads the nation in the teaching of American folk songs, followed by Nebraska, who falls out of the lead.  Kentucky and New York, in that order, are the worst states in the nation in regards to teaching American folk songs.  New York maintains its ranking as 49th in the nation 

[image: image4.emf]ALASKA


HAWAII


Children's Song Scores


1


.95


 to 


2


.23


  (10)


1


.83


 to 


1


.95


  (9)


1


.72


 to 


1


.83


  (10)


1


.55


 to 


1


.72


  (9)


1


.17


 to 


1


.55


  (12)




ALASKA

HAWAII

Children's Song Scores

1.95 to 2.23  (10)

1.83 to 1.95  (9)

1.72 to 1.83  (10)

1.55 to 1.72  (9)

1.17 to 1.55  (12)


Figure 30.  Map of children’s song scores by state
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Table 24.  Weighted average of children’s song responses by state
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Figure 31.  Map of folk song scores by state

Table 25.  Weighted average of folk song responses by state


for the overall teaching of American children’s folk songs, children’s songs, only to be worsted by Kentucky, the worst in the nation.  The largest changes in ranking from the children’s song ranking to the folk song ranking were made by Minnesota who moved up 26 places from their children’s song ranking and 14 places in their aggregate ranking, Missouri who fell 22 places from their children’s song ranking, and Maine who fell 21 places.  Other notable changes appear in the movements of Arkansas, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Ohio.  Arkansas rose 17 places from their children’s song ranking of 23 to 6, placing them in the top ten.  Indiana and Wisconsin rose 17 places from their children’s song scores of 29 to 12 and 31 to 14, respectively.  Ohio rose 16 points from their aggregate score, from 34 to 28.  Figure 31 reveals that states along the southwest border of the United States (with Utah, Georgia, Kentucky, and New York) form a line where folk songs are not taught.

Patriotic song ranking by state

Table 26 shows the patriotic song ranking by state.  In regard to the teaching of patriotic songs, South Dakota catapults over Nebraska and Kansas and takes the lead nationwide.  A very high average of “Some,” bordering on “Most” of South Dakota’s students may be expected to know patriotic songs by memory.  South Dakota is followed by West Virginia, New Hampshire, and Colorado.  North Dakota falls 12 places to become the worst state in the nation for teaching patriotic songs.  Descending from rankings no lower than 38th on any previous classification, North Dakota falls to the very bottom of the nation, registering as the worst state in the U.S. for teaching patriotic songs.  It is quite interesting to note that out of 50 states, the two Dakotas here rank as both the best and the worst in the nation.


Figure 32.  Map of patriotic song scores by state

Table 26.  Weighted average of patriotic song responses by state


No change in state ranking in this entire study can compare with the movement by New Hampshire in the patriotic song ranking.  At one point, 47th in the nation (for teaching folk songs), New Hampshire leapt from the bottom of the rankings to 3rd place in the teaching of patriotic songs.  Other significant moves were made by Kansas, who fell from 4th and 1st place to 29th, a fall of 25 and 28 levels, and Arizona who leapt up 22 states moving from 39th, 40th, and 41st (scores for the previous rankings) to 18th in the nation for patriotic songs.  New Hampshire, Florida, Virginia, and Rhode Island all rank in the top ten for the first time.

Massachusetts rose 13 places from their overall position of 26th to 15th.  Montana fell from its previous position in the top ten (which it had maintained consistently in every previous ranking) to 23rd in the nation.  Washington rose 16 places from their aggregate ranking—from 41st overall, 39th in children’s songs, and 43rd in folk songs to 25th in regard to patriotic songs.  Oregon fell 19 places, from 23rd overall and 18th in children’s songs to 37th in patriotic songs.  Delaware dropped a striking 28 places, from 13th in the nation regarding children’s songs to 41st in the nation for patriotic songs.  Vermont moved up 14 places, from 42nd in the nation overall, 43rd in children’s songs, and 42nd in folk songs to 28th in the teaching of patriotic songs.  Oklahoma fell from the top ten for the first time in these rankings, from 5th in the nation overall, 6th in teaching children’s songs, and 4th in teaching folk songs, to 13th in teaching patriotic songs.

Aside from the southern block of Texas and New Mexico, there is no geographical pattern in the extent to which patriotic songs are taught in different states.  The top ten, the bottom ten, and the various other sections of the ranking are geographically sprinkled across the nation, as shown in Figure 32. 
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           States Rank-Ordered by Total Score





  1.  Nebraska	26.  Massachusetts


  2.  South Dakota	27.  Delaware


  3.  West Virginia	28.  Iowa


  4.  Kansas	29.  Connecticut


  5.  Oklahoma	30.  Minnesota


  6.  North Carolina	31.  Missouri


  7.  Colorado	32.  Alaska


  8.  Montana	33.  Mississippi


  9.  Maryland	34.  Ohio


10.  Idaho	35.  Tennessee


11.  Alabama	36.  South Carolina


12.  Rhode Island	37.  Louisiana


13.  Arkansas	38.  North Dakota


14.  Virginia	39.  Arizona


15.  Indiana	40.  New Hampshire


16.  Florida	41.  Washington


17.  Pennsylvania	42.  Vermont


18.  Maine	43.  Texas


19.  Nevada	44.  New Mexico


20.  Michigan	45.  Hawaii


21.  Wisconsin	46.  California


22.  Wyoming	47.  Utah


23.  Oregon	48.  Georgia


24.  Illinois	49.  New York


25.  New Jersey	50.  Kentucky











States Rank-Ordered by Children’s Song Mean





  1.  Nebraska	26.  Tennessee


  2.  West Virginia	27.  Louisiana


  3.  North Carolina	28.  Wyoming


  4.  Kansas	29.  Indiana


  5.  South Dakota	30.  Nevada


  6.  Oklahoma	31.  Wisconsin


  7.  Montana	32.  Mississippi


  8.  Maine	33.  Massachusetts


  9.  Colorado	34.  Alaska


10.  Rhode Island	35.  South Carolina


11.  Maryland	36.  Texas


12.  Virginia	37.  New Mexico


13.  Delaware	38.  North Dakota


14.  Idaho	39.  Washington


15.  Missouri	40.  Ohio


16.  Pennsylvania	41.  Arizona


17.  Alabama	42.  Minnesota


18.  Michigan	43.  Vermont


19.  Florida	44.  Kentucky


20.  Iowa	45.  Utah


21.  New Jersey	46.  Georgia


22.  Oregon	47.  New Hampshire


23.  Arkansas	48.  Hawaii


24.  Illinois	49.  New York


25.  Connecticut	50.  California























States Rank-Ordered by Folk Song Mean





  1.  Kansas	26.  Alaska


  2.  Nebraska	27.  Pennsylvania


  3.  South Dakota	28.  Ohio


  4.  Oklahoma	29.  Maine


  5.  West Virginia	30.  Delaware


  6.  Arkansas	31.  Connecticut


  7.  Montana	32.  Iowa


  8.  Alabama	33.  Mississippi


  9.  Maryland	34.  South Carolina


10.  Idaho	35.  New Hampshire


11.  North Carolina	36.  North Dakota


12.  Indiana	37.  Missouri


13.  Colorado	38.  Tennessee


14.  Wisconsin	39.  Louisiana


15.  Wyoming	40.  Arizona


16.  Minnesota	41.  Hawaii


17.  Nevada	42.  Vermont


18.  Oregon	43.  Washington


19.  Illinois	44.  Texas


20.  Michigan	45.  California


21.  Rhode Island	46.  New Mexico


22.  Massachusetts	47.  Utah


23.  Florida	48.  Georgia


24.  Virginia	49.  New York


25.  New Jersey	50.  Kentucky











States Rank-Ordered by Patriotic Song Mean





  1.  South Dakota	26.  South Carolina


  2.  West Virginia	27.  Wisconsin


  3.  New Hampshire	28.  Vermont


  4.  Colorado	29.  Kansas


  5.  Nebraska	30.  Illinois


  6.  Florida	31.  New Jersey


  7.  Idaho	32.  Ohio


  8.  Virginia	33.  Alaska


  9.  Rhode Island	34.  Iowa


10.  Maryland	35.  Minnesota


11.  Nevada	36.  Mississippi


12.  Pennsylvania	37.  Oregon


13.  Oklahoma	38.  Tennessee


14.  North Carolina	39.  Louisiana


15.  Massachusetts	40.  California


16.  Indiana	41.  Delaware


17.  Alabama	42.  Missouri


18.  Arizona	43.  Georgia


19.  Connecticut	44.  New York


20.  Wyoming	45.  Texas


21.  Michigan	46.  New Mexico


22.  Arkansas	47.  Utah


23.  Montana	48.  Hawaii


24.  Maine	49.  Kentucky


25.  Washington	50.  North Dakota
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